CHAPTER NO. 872
HOUSE BILL NO. 1488

By Representatives Brown, Pruitt, Armstrong, Odom, Bowers, Chumney, Brooks,
Rowland, Black

Substituted for: Senate Bill No. 449
By Senators Crutchfield, Harper

AN ACT to amend Tennessee Code Annotated, Title 63, Chapter 6, Part 2 and
Title 68, Chapter 1, Part 18, relative to gynecological cancers.

BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF TENNESSEE:

SECTION 1. Tennessee Code Annotated, Title 68, Chapter 1, Part 18 is
amended by
adding the following as a new subsection.

(a) Itisthe intent of the general assembly to promote greater awareness
of women to the risks of gynecological cancers by increasing their knowledge of
the signs of such types of cancers and the benefits of early detection. The
general assembly recognizes the traditional and significant role played by the
department of health in educating the public about health issues and their
relevance to maintaining a good quality of life for all citizens.

(b) The department of health is directed to develop and implement a
statewide initiative to increase awareness of women regarding gynecological
cancers. Through the department’s office of women’s health, the department
shall work with other state and federal programs, such as the Tennessee breast
and cervical cancer early detection program and the national cervical cancer
coalition, to encourage all women to have regular screening examinations and to
follow good health practices which may prevent gynecological cancers.

(c) During national cervical health awareness month, the department
shall further the public's knowledge and understanding of the signs of
gynecological cancers and the importance of early detection through regular
examinations by utilizing print, electronic, audio, or other media, as deemed
appropriate by the department. The department shall encourage appropriate
physicians and other health care providers to actively educate their patients
regarding gynecological cancers through dissemination of information about
these diseases and their detection and prevention, as well as through
participation in the initiative by providing free cervical cancer screening on Free
Pap Smear Day. Where feasible, the department shall work with similar national
campaigns which are directed toward women’s health issues, as well as partner
with health care professional organizations and governmental entities to enhance
the department’s efforts related to gynecological cancers.

SECTION 2. This act shall take effect upon becoming law, the public welfare
requiring it.
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